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Ghost/Waiparous user opposes access plan

Dear Editor:

I would like to state
that T and many other
responsible users of the
Ghost/Waiparous area
are in fact strongly
opposed to the pro-
posed access manage-
ment plan.

1 am a resident of
Cochrane and access
the Ghost River Valley
regularly with my lovely
wife, two great children
and our 10-year canine
companion. We use this
arca to camp, hike,
motorbike, mountain
bike and connect as a
family away from TV,
phones, computers, ctc.
We random camp
almost exclusively This
is part of who we are.

I would Ilike to
respond to statements
made by (MD. of
Bighorn Coun) Hugh
Pepper in his July 14
Letter to the LEditor
(“Waiparous plan needs
to move forward soon”).

To establish  some
credibility for my com-
ments, 1 will say that [
am a 39-year-old profes-
sional pilot who aper-
ates a 548 million air-
craft, responsible for
the safety of up to 140
souls when I'm at work
behind a locked bullet-
proof door, T believe
that I understand the
concepts of responsible
behaviour and risk man-
agement.

Mr. Pepper makes ref-
erence to a random sur-
vey as proof that the
public has “bought in’
to the idea of enhanced
controls”  of  the
Ghost/Waiparous area.
1 filled out that survey
and it was clear to me
that it was not designed

to determine public
opinion but rather to
.*,uppt:rt a pl'f_'dfitl_‘f-
mined course of action.
There were almost no
questions on the survey
that reflected my per-
sonal opinion.

I am quite sure that
Mr. Pepper is actually
aware that the controls
that he suggests the
public is interested in
are already in place. If
law enforcement were
to enforce existing laws,
if eonservation, fish and
wildlife officers were to

enforce and educace
users, we would all see a
necded  increase  in

respect for this wonder-
ful area.

Mr. Pepper refers to
concern for the health
of this important water-
shed. Detrimental
impact on water quality,
spawning and fish habi-
tat has not been sub-
stantiated by quantita-
tive study, according to a
researcher hired by Fish
and Wildlife with whom
[ spoke.

There are also no
studies to substantiace
the claim of adverse
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. . . when we take a growing

number of users and continue to
reduce the size of the areas that
they are allowed to access, we

end up with over use, leading to

mare restrictions . . .

— Michael W. Richeer

effects on water quality
for human consump-
tion. I would chink that
the sediment that 1 see
washed into the creeks
and rivers by the violent
thunderstorms we have
in this area would be
thousands of times
more detrimental than
multiple Off-Highway
Vehicle (OHV) stream
crossings.

A further difficulty
with the proposed solu-
tion of bridges for
stream crossings is that
while Fish and Wildlife
support  the idea,
bridges conflict with the
mandate of the Ministry

of Sustainable
Resources Development
regarding  permanent

structures. These con-
flicts  take rtime
resolve.

Mr. Pepper also criti-
cizes Roger Meyver of
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Alberta Sustainable
Resource Development
for his desire to ensure
public endorsement for
proposed changes
(which 1  strongly
applaud). Once again
Mr. Pepper is pursuing
his own interests at the
expense of many legiri-
mate users of this area,
Last
response to a letter that
I sent to Janis Tarchuk
expressing my COTCerns

summer, in i

on this matter, 1 was
shocked to find that my
MLA had no knowledge
whatsoever of the inva-
sive document. How
well do you think the
general  public
informed?

Ifow many people
realize that just over
three years this
provincial government
designated tens of thou-
sands of acres of wilder-
ness as the Don Getty
Wildland  Provincial
Park withour any public
consultation?

Consequently,

is

:lg(}

my
absolute favourite lunch
spot is no longer avail-
able by motorcycle but
it is still available to the

commercial trail ride

operators. That doesn’t
seem fair o me.

Let's talk about access
in general. If you hike,
bieycle or can afford
equine dctivity, access to
the castern slopes of the
Rockies is almost unlim-
ited, not to mention the
federal and provincial
parks. If you are an
OHV enthusiast, you
have only two choices
close  w  Calgary:
McLean Creek, and for
now, Ghost/Waiparous.
There are two major
problems with this sita-
ation. The first is when
we take a growing num-
ber of users and contin-
ue to reduce the size of

Turn to page 19.
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Off-road users need to respect the environment

From paye 18.

the areas that they are
allowed rto access, we
end up with over use,
leading to more restric-
tions and eventually to
closure of the affecred
areas.

The second problem
is conflicting interests,
If T were to suggest that
since non-OHV users
have so many other
options of user areas
that perhaps Ghost/
Waiparous access were
to be OHV only, many
other user groups would
be understandably sad
and maybe even angry
(that is how I feel). 1
won't suggest that.

However, 1 will make
some suggestions. If
Mr. Pepper supports the
belief that OHV use is
acceptable in these
areas, then I'm sure that
he would support the
permitted re-opening of

like Moose

areas

Did you know
-participating in-
. gymnastics -
» hullds motor skills
ant prepares your.
-hody forother
sports?

Earol ]IEIII]'.G}.IIIII'] =
-inone of our fun,
skill-building .

- programs todayl~ -

fhe University of Calgary -
[Gymnastics Centre at

Mountain, PowderFace,
Sibbald Flats, etc. to
OHV designated trails?
That sounds fair to me.

If you are an OHV
enthusiast and enjoy
camping as a hobby, you
better ger involved or
you won't have a place
to do it in the near
future if people like Mr.
Pepper have their way

Think about your
actions. Respect the
environment.  Teach
others that respecr. Get
a spark arrestor, legal
and quiet exhaust sys-
tem. Pollow the rules.
Pack out your waste.
Get involved!

I personally would
agree to pay for an
annual access permit if
the money went to pay
for more conservation
()fﬁt‘l:rs Lo ensurce I'I'I}'
safe and secure access o
these treasured areas.

One final comment.
Mr. Pepper compli-
ments your excellent

PROGRAAM AGE

coverage of this ssue. [
agree that there has
been good coverage of

Invisible Fence.

this important issue,
however the coverage
has been far from objec-

tive. If the Cochrune
Eagle had been objec-
tive, I wouldn't have had

BRAND
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to write this letter now
would I?
Michael W, Richter
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